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Chairman's Letter
Dear Friends,

The Career Transitions Center (CTC) empowers professionals to find meaningful employment. Our clients
are at the heart of what we do every day – we provide professional and emotional support at a time when
they need it the most. Thanks to your generous support, we provided career services to 612 adults and
148 youth ages 18 to 24 years

Highlights from the year include:

Creation of programming to educate clients about the impact of AI on employer processes and how to 
        put it to work for them.

Securing new grants to expand our work with first-generation college students.
Onboarding 10 new coaches and retaining 50 coaches and workshop facilitators.
Welcoming two new board members.

To all our donors, volunteers, nonprofit partners, advisors and others who have let us share in their
generosity, and on behalf of our dedicated and talented Board, I offer my sincere gratitude. Thank you for
inspiring us and for joining us in getting people back to work.

Sincerely,

Larry Krema

Larry Krema

Board Chairman

BOARD OF DIRECTORS
James Baldwin (Metropolitan Family Services) 
Ronaldo Borger (Underwriters Laboratories Inc.)
Tanya Earley (Jones Lange LaSalle)
Anson Johnson, Secretary (UGN Corp.)
Allen Gustafson, Ex Officio (Old St. Patrick's Church)
Julia Katz (JLK Advisors, LLC)
Mike Kovas (USG Corp.)
Larry Krema, Chairman (ZRG Partners)
Ben Lundberg (Yelp)
Bernadette Patton (The Board Builders)
Karen Pinks (Claro Healthcare LLC)
Jay Schweiger, Treasurer (BMO Harris Bank) 
Myk Snider (Sphere PR Group)
James Snyder (Sidley Austin LLP)

STAFF

Anita Jenke, Executive Director
Deborah Wilson, Finance Consultant
Nadia Whiteside, Coaching & Program Director
Jamie McInerney, Client Services Coordinator



Adult Professionals:  Clients were unemployed for six months before using our services. Their job
search concerns include burnout; finding meaningful work; referral from a therapist to find a
job/new job; gaps in work history; returning to the workplace; ageism; finding a work culture fit;
lack of a network; and unsure how to approach job search.

When I began searching for a career change, CTC offered the guidance and career coaching
that I needed. The skills I gained throughout the process helped me search for the right
positions, and gave me the confidence to keep searching and networking, and helped me land
my current position. -Zach

Emerging Professionals: CTC addresses systemic barriers to economic mobility by providing
career discovery classes, full-day career boot camps, and individualized career coaching for
college youth and recent college graduates, ages 18 to 24 years of age.

CTC was a very useful resource that was crucial for my interdisciplinary major declaration and
shift of paradigm regarding career and life goals during my second year of university. I am
grateful for this mentorship and guidance that pushed me to develop and recognize the skills
that helped me get an incredible internship at Wintrust. - Jacqueline 

Workplace Solutions: CTC provides affordable and effective outplacement for employers to
ensure that their discharged employees find their next opportunity in the shortest time possible.
CTC also provides professional development programming on team building and leadership
development.: CTC provides affordable and effective outplacement for employers to ensure that
their discharged employees find their next opportunity in the shortest time possible. CTC also
provides professional development programming on team building and leadership development.

Career Services
Clients receive one-on-one coaching, access to job search skills programs a month, weekly peer

support groups, access to CTC’s alumni network, referrals for virtual counseling or resources
related to food, housing, & financial supports. More than 60 coaches volunteer their time to help

clients determine their career direction & search strategies.  

Clients can access SkillsFirst, a licensed career management platform offering best-in-class
career tools, high-quality labor market data, collaboration tools, and evidence-based career

coaching to bolster career success outcomes. Offers AI-augmented resume builder and cover
letter builder for keyword optimization, mock video interviews and career education videos.

Our Clients



Impact Report

6 12
ADULTS SERVED YOUTH SERVED

1 48
COACHES

1 , 700
VOLUNTEER HOURS

60
SECURED JOBS

70%

TOTAL SERVED

760

GENDER

AGE

POVERTY LEVEL

ADULT ETHNICITY
53% f e m a l e

47% f e m a l e

43 y e a r s  - a du l t s
1 8 t o  24 y e a r s  - y o u th

55% - a du l t s
80%- y ou th

C au c a s i a n        65%
Cf r i c a n  Am e r i c a n   1 0%
A s i a n           1 0%
La t i n o          1 0%
Oth e r           5%



Financial Statements



We couldn't have
done it without your
generous support. 

Thank you 

to all our donors
and volunteers.



Donors
Anonymous
Alesia, Daniel
Allerton, Donald
Allscheid, Molly
Alspach, Steven
Ambo, Joan
Armstrong, Judy
Austin, Lenora
Baldwin, James
Banaszewski, Taylor
Bark, Karen
Batley, Nasser
Begy, Renee
Bell, Tracey
Bence, William
Benson, Yvonne
Beriau, Stephen
Bollereo, Mary Jo
Borger, Ronaldo
Brill, Tyson
Brody, Ann
Cabaj, Joanne
Canel, Lee
Chip, Norene
Churay, Kathleen
Cimarusti, Sarah
Contes, Alexandria
Conway, Tim
Coyne, Meg
Crumbaugh, David
Cunningham, Lynne
DeMeulenaere, Jack
Denniston, James
Derosena, Lucien
Delaney, Michael
Denniston, James
Didato, Anthony
Dollard, Jo Ann
Donnellon, Kevin
Duvlavy, Kevin
Ehretsman, Larry
Faur, Sarah

Fogarty, Kendra
Fons, Frank
Gerriston, Sasha
Gilles ,Garett
Goodstein, Rachel
Graf, Mary Jo
Gray, Catherine
Hambright, Kyle
Hellwig, Maureen
Hendrickx, Mark
Hindson, Mark
Holman, Sheryl
Jenke, Anita
Johnson, Anson
Jones,Thomas
Jozefowicz, Elizabeth
Katz, Julia
Keeler, Eileen
Kennedy Barney, Maureen
Kumagai, Steve and Sarah
King, Walter
Klein, Lyssa
Kohan, Lance
Krema, Larry
Kutsmode, Carl
Leon, Juan
Lisac, Jamie
Lorden, Mary
Lowe, Michael & Jill
Lundberg, Ben
Mackin Reid, Thomas
Marshall ,Leslie
Martin, Steve
McCabe, Regina (Jean)
McLaughlin, Tiny
Merydith, Chuck
Munger, Mike
Myatt, Joe
Nelson, Donald
Nelson, Kay
Nelson, Ruth
Nuno, Juan

Oleszczuk, Brian
Ozga, Mary
Patton,M. Bernadette
Pinks, Karen
Pirrera, Christopher
Plummer, Bruce
Potaczek, Joseph
Pyrich, Lukas
Qin, Si
Rassin, Ryan
Reda, Sheryl
Reedy, Tonya
Resser, Cynthia
Ricordati, Tim
Ridolfi, Lisa
Robers, Blanche
Robertson-Mach, Vicky
Rodewald, Jeffrey P.
Roudenko, Anya
Sabathne, Mary
Samos, Joshua
Samo, Bridget
Satyr, Allison
Scheffel, Thomas &
Margarita
Schweiger, Jay
Scolaro, Michael
Smedinghoff, Mary Lynn
Snyder , James
Soncini, Bill
Stewart, Jill
Stewart, Maxwell
Stone, Nicholas
Stritch, Mike
Szalko, Paul
Thompson, Leah
Thuston, Ruth
Tripodi,Luke
VanderSchaaf, Kim
Verdun, Colette
Volpe, Tony
Walter, Dennis
Zouzias, Marina



Corporations &
Foundations

The Benevity Community Impact Fund Andrew and Alice Fischer Charitable Trust

Fourth Presyberian Church

The First United Methodist Church/Chicago
Temple

BMO Harris Bank

Old St. Patrick’s Church

The Thomas W. Dower Foundation

Holy Name Cathedral

RBC Foundation - USA,   RBC Wealth Management 

Daniel F. and Ada L. Rice Foundation 

St. Chrysostom’s Church

Steans Family Foundation

US Bank 

W.P. & H. B. White Foundation

Elmhurst University

USG Foundation

Corporations Foundations

Passport to Taste Sponsors

Moving Lives Ahead Foundation

Sponsoring  Organizations

USG Foundation

BMO Harris Bank

Sidley 
FTI  Consulting

Latham & Watkins, LLP

LaSalle Network

Michael & Jill Lowe

RL Canning

360 Benefits

Compucom

Barbara E. Potaczek,
M.D. & Joseph G.
Potaczek, Psy.D. 

Gray, Hunter, Stenn, LLP

Pivot Network

Hi-Tech Solutions Inc.



Volunteers
Pat Arnold
Judy Ball

Susan Barbee
Shira Baron

Christine Bedalow
Renee Begy

Barb Billinghardt
Linda Blaschek

Steve Brandl
Ann Brody

Vannessa Brown
Sarelle Caicedo
Kristin Conlon
Tim Conway

Raquel Cosden
Lucian Derosena

Jim Donahue
Kevin Donnellon

Ellen Dotts
Johanna Fine
Howard Fox

Marty Gahbauer
Robert Gramillano

Bliss Hansen

Roberta Ronaldy
Sue Schmitz
Lisa Schuller

Kristin Sneeringer
Kate Silva Solis
Harry Soursos

Jill Stewart
Liz Tracy

Tim Ricordati
John Rood

Ed Valentine
Rick Wemple

Jennifer Wonderly
Sherry Woodry

 

Erna Hertzfeldt
Naruki Hirari

Georgia Katsianis
Julia Katz

David Kloak
Sharon Krohn
David Logan

Kristen McCormack
John McCracken

Colleen McFarland
Treasa Moran
Kate Mulcahy
Mike Munger

James Naughton
Don Nemerov

Kristina OBrien
Kim Olson
Diana Oye
Amy Pitta

Lukas Pyrich
Blanche Roberts


